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This oval-shaped, bust portrait has been dated between the 
late 1860’s and early 1870’s. It bears on its reverse side one of 
Ross’s earliest imprints, and although it is an early example 
of his work, it illustrates his skills as a fine photographer.  
The soft lighting, demure lowered gaze and intimate, oval 
crop create a lovely, feminine portrait.  

This unidentified, petite, young woman is dressed in a pale 
gown with slightly dropped shoulders, and her front-
buttoned, fitted bodice is topped with a lace collar. The 
sitter’s narrow, black, ribbon choker is highlighted with a 
small, gold, bow-shaped brooch, and her elaborate coiffure 
with its full brow and back curls is restrained at her crown 
with a dark, shiny bow. Curiously, there is something in her 
alluring charm and slightly disheveled hair that evoke 
today’s Gothic, Steampunk aesthetic.  
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