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These two young girls are dressed identically and are
most probably sisters. They wear printed cotton summer
dresses loosely constructed to ensure that they can be let
out to accommodate growth. The dropped shoulder and
low, wide neckline baring the entire upper shoulders was
a traditional style for children, carried over from the 18th
century when it was thought to strengthen them by
making them tolerant of the cold. Both girls wear laced
boots and short, narrow-legged pantalettes which end in
frills just below the knee.

Their hairstyle is the typical 1860’s fashion for girls with
straight hair. It is parted down the center, with a blunt
cut at jaw level and oiled and tucked behind the ears.
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